
BRITAIN’S ROADS
Quick Guide for the Layman

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ALL AUTHORITIES & THEIR 

CONTRACTORS

April 2024

PROUD CAMPAIGN 
PARTNERS OF 



INTRODUCTION

Contrary to public belief, Councils, Highways & Relevant Authorities/ Duty 
Bodies in Britain are not cash strapped when it comes to maintaining clean & 

safe standards.

Billions in tax-payers money is allocated to agreed budgets that are in place to 
maintain set standards that are THE LAW known as their Statutory Duty. 

Multiple Freedom of Information (FOI) Requests reveal that high value, multi-
year contracts are awarded to large firms & contractors who are making big 

profits for “under-performance”.

This unacceptable practice is under the supervision and knowledge of 
public sector managers & supervisors where typical salaries range from £70k 

to £120k per annum plus bonus and who remain unreachable and 
unaccountable to the public for their continued failure.

The result is a broken Britain.  



The following pages are extracts 
from the legally binding and 

governing standards, chapters 
and codes of practice to be 

adhered to by all authorities that 
are responsible for Highways in 

the United Kingdom



Duty of Care A.3.2.1. 

There are many specific duties and powers, but 
even in the absence of specific duties and powers, 
authorities have a general duty of care to users 
and the community to maintain the highway in 
a condition fit for its purpose. This principle 
should be applied to all decisions affecting policy, 
priority, programming and implementation of 
highway maintenance works. 
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O3.8.5 
On completion of the works or following the 
removal of temporary traffic management 
arrangements, if earlier, an inspection shall 
be carried out to ensure that all signs and 
delineators remaining are correct or else 
have been removed or covered as 
appropriate. 

Inspection shall include a drive through 
or visual inspection, as appropriate, to 
ensure that all temporary traffic 
management and signs have been 
removed and any permanent road signs 
that were temporarily covered or removed 
have been uncovered or reinstated 
correctly.
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Road pavements do not last 
indefinitely. 

At some stage in their lives 
signs of wear such as polishing, 
rutting, fretting and cracking 
may show on the surface. 

Maintenance is required 
when these signs of wear are 
judged to affect the 
standards of service provided 
to the road user and the 
integrity of the pavement 
structure.
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OTHER REFERENCED CODES OF PRACTICE AND GUIDELINES 
STATED IN THE LEGISLATION
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